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From April and May 1972 CBS, NBC and ABC evening news reports on the flight of Apollo 16. 


e Apollo 16 mission took place from April 16th trough April 17th, 1972 


e Apollo 16 Crew: 
Commander: John Young 
Command Module Pilot: Thomas Mattingly 
Lunar Module Pilot: Charles Duke 


00:00:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=6tHnQkMNYf8) 


the ailing aerospace industry got a boost today as president nixon committed the nation to a new phase of 
space exploration the president launched the program to develop a space shuttle robert pierpoint reports 
nasa's administrator dr james fletcher flew out to california to explain the new space shuttle system to 
president nixon in a statement announcing his decision to go ahead with the system the president said it will 
revolutionize transportation into near space by routine eyes it he also said it will take the astronomical costs 
out of astronautics although the estimated cost is five and a half billion dollars over the next six years the 
shuttle itself is actually launched riding piggyback on two rockets although it's about the size of a dc-9 
passenger plane the two rockets drop off after launch and fall into the ocean where they're supposed to float 
until rescued for re-use meantime the shuttle has reached orbit after separation and is in effect in free flight it 
can stay in space for up to 30 days before landing for reuse while the four men aboard work on projects 
ranging from predicting the weather through researching methods of harnessing the sun's energy president 
nixon is especially pleased that the shuttle can be used as a space rescue vehicle and it's being designed to 
dock with soviet-built space stations dr fletcher estimated that some 50 000 jobs will be created in the 
aerospace industry by the space shuttle system at least half of them in this area it was the second time in 
two days that president nixon had announced a big federal project with a favorable economic impact on this 
key state robert pierpoint cbs news with the presidential party in california those films of the space shuttle 
were a simulation there's a possibility that the next apollo moon mission won't go in march as planned they 
suspect trouble with an explosive device that separates the moon landing craft from the command module if 
they can't get it fixed in time flight will have to be put off until 
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flight will have to be put off until april shortly after the pay board ruled against the aerospace workers the 
white house did something which should please the workers in the whole aerospace industry the president 
gave the go ahead on a five and a half billion dollar program to develop a space shuttle this was announced 
at the western white house at san clemente and here's a report from there president nixon reviewed the 
program with the administrator of the space agency dr james fletcher the shuttle is made up of a booster and 
an orbiter it'll take off like a rocket fly in orbit like a spaceship and land back on earth like an airplane it'll be 
the first reusable space vehicle development of the space shuttle will take six years and the first should be in 
operation by the end of this decade when in operation the shuttle will be used for weather forecasting 
communications surveying the resources of the earth and perhaps to harness the energy of the sun as a 
source of pollution-free energy the white house says the space shuttle will lead to the discovery of new uses 


for space by the government and commercial companies the shuttle is the only meaningful new space man 
space program which can be accomplished on a modest budget second the space shuttle is needed to make 
space operations less complex and less costly third the space shuttle is needed to do many useful things 
and fourth the shuttle will encourage greater international cooperation in space flight with the cost of most 
military and space items soaring between estimates and actual costs the white house is already considering 
cost overruns while the space shuttle is now expected to cost five and a half billion dollars a contingency of 
twenty percent over that amount is being considered even before a single contract is signed the shuttle is still 
considered the cheapest way to keep the space program going 
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going as president nixon said it'll take the astronomical costs out of astronautics robert korowski nbc news 
san clemente california a technical difficulty in the apollo 16 rocket may delay its launching date from march 
until mid april the problem developed in a separation device the same device that's going to be used next 
year in the skylab space station program that space station program received a big boost from the president 
today when he authorized the development of a five and a half billion dollar space shuttle according to the 
president the shuttle will transform the space frontier of the seventies into familiar territory abc's science 
editor jules bergman has a report on the new plans looking more like a jet plane than a spacecraft able to 
carry two astronauts and two passengers the space shuttle will be launched piggyback style by clustered 
rockets the reusable orbiter as it's called is the building block of america's future space transportation system 
as it nears orbit the shuttle will separate from the launch booster and using extra fuel tanks fly itself into any 
kind of orbit using its own engines the shuttle will perform a vast number of space missions including many 
now done by unmanned vehicles it will lower the high cost of space exploration from the one thousand 
dollars per pound it costs today to about one hundred dollars a pound the secret is reusability each orbiter 
could be flown up to one hundred times and they'll do everything from repairing unmanned scientific and 
communication satellites to rendezvousing with space stations and firing up new crews and supplies nasa 
figures the shuttle can lower launch costs to 10 million dollars a mission so much less than unmanned 
missions cost today that the shuttle may carry many unmanned satellites up into orbit it'll be able to carry 
engineers up into orbit to repair 100 million dollar satellites so they're not lost it could even tow them into 
higher orbits so they'd stay up longer after its 30 day mission is completed the shuttle soars back in able to 
take re-entry heats and because of its small wings maneuver in the atmosphere to a controlled landing on a 
runway 
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controlled landing on a runway the space agency figures that will cost five and a half billion dollars to develop 
the shuttle up to its first manned flight six years from now it'll be the standard us spacecraft for decades able 
to carry men to the planets on longer future missions this is jules bergman abc news reporting nasa said 
tonight the apollo 16 moon mission scheduled to lift off on march 17th has been postponed until the middle of 
april because of technical problems space agency today announced postponement of the apollo 16 mission 
until april 16 the launch had been scheduled for march 17th trouble was discovered in an explosive device 
that separates the command and lunar modules and astronaut charles duke is in the hospital with 
pneumonia the space agency has decided that a problem in the apollo 16 command module won't delay the 
planned april 16th launch of the next to last scheduled moon mission developed on utility charges the ruling 
will affect virtually all railroads airlines and telephone and gas and electric companies in the country the us 
space agency has been feeling the economic pinch too and in one effort to raise money to put the first it put 
the first two apollo launch pads up for sale the general services administration today opened the bids and 
found the best offer amounted to only fifty eight thousand dollars a b c science editor jules bergman filed this 
report from cape kennedy on just what it is that's for sale launch pads 34 and 37 cost nearly 150 million 
dollars when they were built at the beginning of the apollo program to launch the saturn one rocket now 
they're being sold as scrap steel the five major towers of the gantries weigh more than nine thousand tons 


they have to be disassembled to be taken down there are cranes boom hoists elevators generators and 
motors to be pulled out of the pads 53 million dollars worth of equipment has already been taken out and will 
be used elsewhere more than a dozen unmanned saturn's 
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more than a dozen unmanned saturn's roared off these pads preparing for america's first manned apollo 
flight then disaster struck fire swept through the apollo 204 spacecraft taking the lives of astronauts gus 
grissom ed white and roger chaffee and delaying the entire apollo program in october 1968 apollo 7 roared 
into orbit carrying astronauts wally sherrod don eisley and walt cunningham on the first manned apollo flight 
a 10-day mission it was less than three and a half years ago it seems more like a decade like history long 
past and it was the only manned flight ever to lift off from pad 34 or 37 to save money nasa will launch 
astronauts for the future skylab space station program from the same launch pad now used for lunar flights 
as for the launch countries the experts feel it will cost more to take the towers apart than they're worth you 
just can't use launch pads for anything much except launching rockets this is jules bergman abc news at pad 
34 cape kennedy i'll have tonight's comment in a moment a tornado hit part of the kennedy space center 
today just 10 miles south of the apollo 16 awaiting next month's launch it flattened a boat house and 
damaged some trailers but there were no injuries the apollo 16 astronauts rehearsed today for sunday's 
scheduled moon launch the television pictures and they sent back to earth from the flight to maybe 
dramatically superior to previous transmissions as bill curtis reports from north hollywood california on apollo 
15 prepared to blast off the moon's surface in august 1971 viewers saw this picture remarkable at the time 
now advancements enable us to see this picture it is called image enhancement with a picture so free from 
interference scientists can study the planet over television for instance when nasa officials saw this 
enhanced version of the blast off they discovered a few extra parts flying around they hadn't seen before 
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flying around they hadn't seen before the television picture is electronically taken apart and then by computer 
put back together much clearer it all happens at a young company in north hollywood california image 
transform incorporated apollo 16 pictures will travel from the moon to california's gold stone receiving station 
to houston's nasa headquarters back to the small building in north hollywood for enhancement and again to 
houston for the world to see all in less than a second compared with the multi-billion dollar nasa facilities 
these offices could fit in a broom closet and that's about where the young company is keeping its secrets but 
the product sells itself turning round images into distinct rocks and crevices nasa signed the contract with the 
firm 24 hours after they saw these results if all goes well on apollo 16 it will be hard to tell the difference 
between simulation and the real thing bill curtis cos news north hollywood california by now a familiar sight 
the saturn v rocket poised on the launch pad to send another team of apollo astronauts to the moon 
everything has gone smoothly so far with the countdown weather conditions at launch time 12 54 p.m 
eastern time sunday are expected to be satisfactory this is to be a 12-day mission to the moon's central 
highlands man's first close-up look at a type of terrain that covers more than three-fourths of the moon's 
surface the four previous apollo landings in contrast were in low and upland areas of the moon this time the 
landing site is near the descartes crater 7 400 feet above the apollo 11 landing site 150 miles away this is the 
simulation of the landing site with which the astronauts have been practicing although it is a mountain region 
their target is a comparatively flat area called the cayley plane but pictures of the area have been sparse 
they show nothing smaller than 40 feet across there could be some good 
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across there could be some good sized boulders and craters there for the astronauts to dodge the men 
charged with the job 41 year old navy captain john young veteran of three space flights and space rookie 34 
year old air force lieutenant colonel charles duke overhead in the command module will be 36 year old navy 
lieutenant commander ken mattingly one innovation on this flight once on the moon there will be no built-in 
sleep period before the men begin their first walk young told david shoemaker why charlie and i have been 


kicking it around for a long time and after talking to all the other guys that went to the moon the once you hit 
the moon you're all keyed up and ready to go and our thoughts were less let's do our best and get right at the 
beginning once you get there it's just too too darn tough to hit the moon and go right to sleep i just don't think 
a human being exists that can can do that to be looking out the window with your major objectives and your 
goals practically in your fingertips and then turn around and sleep soundly freighter excitement about the 
space program has cooled the questions have increased as to why we keep sending men back to the moon 
at 450 million dollars a trip on apollo 16 there are a number of new scientific experiments a record 73 hours 
on the moon and three trips out onto the lunar surface exploring the unvisited highlands and of course more 
lunar samples to be collected and a lot of people say well it it's just what's another bag of rocks well it's just 
not another bag of rocks it's a bag of rocks that tells a total history of the of the evolution of our solar system 
and to me that's a stupefying fault that that you can go up and pick up rocks that are that are as they were 
and in the original form many of them over three to four billion years ago now that's a long time and if we can 
understand through these the study of 
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understand through these the study of the moon understand the early processes that went on in the dynamic 
processes that developed our solar system and our earth then i think we'll have a better understanding of the 
planet on which we live and we'll be able to plan better for the future in exploration of minerals and things like 
that with just one more apollo launch scheduled from that pad out there the next long-range space program 
is the space shuttle today it was announced that they will be launched from here and from vandenberg air 
force base in california a great relief to this florida complex which feared it might be phased out forever the 
shuttle is the space taxi concept big boosters partially recoverable in spaceships that will come back to earth 
and land like a plane to be used over and over again meanwhile the immediate task is getting apollo 16 off 
the ground cbs news coverage of the liftoff will begin at 12 30 eastern time sunday the supporter cronkite cbs 
news at the kennedy space center in florida trudeau's purpose of being a leader influential enough to 
periodically deserve recognition from washington it serves the president's need to give some special 
attention to neighbors rather than making all the headlines in peaking in moscow it's good politics though not 
much in substance tom jarrell abc news ottawa there was good economic news for the people at cape 
kennedy today nasa announced that the florida space facility has been chosen for most of the flights of the 
proposed multi-billion dollar space shuttle program with california's vandenberg air force base as a 
secondary port for the shuttle flights today's announcement probably means another boom for cocoa beach 
and other towns near cape kennedy an area that has seen its ups and downs in recent years as abc's jules 
bergman reports cocoa beach once part of the fastest growing county in the nation its boom fed by more 
than a third of a billion dollars each year in space program salaries cuts in the space program were 
potentially disastrous in an area that had thrived on a single 


00:16:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=6tHnQkMNYf8&t=961s 





in an area that had thrived on a single industry for more than a decade and there was trouble here for a while 
these immense but vacant pan-american support buildings one of the signs of the days just two years ago 
when unemployment was astronomical when people and companies were leaving the area in droves but a 
strange combination of things has changed all that and has contributed to saving this area from economic 
ruin first came the old folks retirees from all over there were only fifteen hundred four years ago now the 
number is near twelve thousand many drawn from other retirement areas by news that homes were selling at 
a fraction of their worth braxley manor started as apartments for swinging singles it's now home for some 
300 senior citizens every apartment full again the wave of retirees with their pension and social security 
checks taking some of the sting out of space program cutbacks then came the tourists there always were a 
lot who came to see the space center but when disney world opened last fall only 50 miles away tourist 
business boomed some 400 000 people have already been on these space center tours this year an 
increase of more than 35 percent over last year and when you look you can see unmistakable signs of where 
many of these people have already been from the space center many then drive a few miles on to cocoa 
beach closest point for the ocean and one of the most beautiful stretches of seashore on the east coast how 


many tourists come here chamber of commerce officials are overwhelmed they just don't know but they do 
know major motels are booked almost solid occupancy is near 100 as compared to seventy percent a year 
ago there's another sign cocoa beach is recovering more has been spent on construction so far this year 
than the last three years combined so the area apparently has weathered its crisis and turned into a growing 
and stable community 
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stable community no longer totally dependent on the space program which gave it its start this is jules 
bergman abc news cocoa beach florida a figure today that all is going smoothly for sunday's scheduled 
launch of the apollo 16 moon mission smoothly today for apollo 16 scheduled to lift off for the moon this 
sunday the cape kennedy weather outlook was described as satisfactory nbc news of course will cover the 
flight of apollo 16 on television and radio and i'll be at cape kennedy when coverage begins at noon eastern 
time on sunday apollo 16 blasted off today to explore the mountains of the moon astronauts john young ken 
mattingly and charles duke described their trip phenomenal about a half million people watched the start of 
apollo 16's 12-day journey so 
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[Music] so [Music] this is young's fourth mission his second to the region of the moon mattingly and duke are 
on their first space journey all three men marveled at the view as apollo 16 raced away from earth and over 
the atlantic back on earth television viewers got a good look at separation when the first stage falls off and 
the five engines of the second stage [Music] ignite about two and a half hours after launch apollo 16 began 
breaking free of the earth's atmosphere and headed for the moon when they were 7 000 miles out the 
astronauts sent back pictures of the earth that view of earth from a distance of 7 500 nautical miles uh very 
nice picture charlie we can see uh southwestern united states lower california very nice good kids doing all 
that good work for you without his wonder mattingly is the cameraman right now if my calculations are 
correct the north pole is to the right and the earth is tipped over on its side is that color okay for you beautiful 
color i bet it's good but you just can't believe how beautiful it is see the red in the desert down there in the 
southern united states and northern part of mexico and from here you can see the great lakes and the state 
of florida out there if it's just absolutely something 
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if it's just absolutely something we're gonna go back to work but thought you'd enjoy that thank you for the 
picture it's the next best thing to being up there the apollo 16 astronauts fired up their command ship rockets 
today and blasted themselves into orbit around the moon on the first pass over the descartes landing site 
where they're scheduled to touch down tomorrow afternoon they commented on how rugged it looked with 
the low angle sun casting deep shadows there 70 miles below them said young boy is that rough rougher it 
was commented by mattingly then pictures of the area had indicated just how rough the astronauts will find 
out when young and duke descend to the surface tomorrow cbs news coverage of that landing will begin at 3 
30 eastern time 16 went into lunar orbit today in preparation for three days of exploration in the mountains of 
the moon beginning tomorrow we have a report on the goal ahead for the astronauts from abc science editor 
jules bergman this is the way it should look as john young and charlie duke head down in their lunar module 
orion toward man's first landing in the highlands of the moon the landing site a plateau surrounded by 
mountains is thousands of feet higher than any previous landing area after they land tomorrow afternoon 
they'll spend three days exploring the cayley plains and the foothills of nearby mountains on their first lunar 
exploration using the rover dune buggy young and duke will set up the apollo lunar scientific station the other 
two rover explorations will see them driving two and a half miles to stone mountain on the south and then to 
smoky mountain in the north attempting to climb the ridges with the rover but boulder fields may make the 17 
miles of driving treacherous and they could end up on foot the big danger irregular heart rhythm and low 


heart rates encountered by the last apollo crew a special enriched diet is being used and potent heart 
stimulant drugs are being carried for emergencies but dr charles berry nasa's medical chief warned today he 
might have to cut short the evas we would stop the extravehicular activity if we saw that we had a series of 
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that we had a series of runs or more than more than one of these uh beets that were from uh a source other 
than the normal pacemaker thus creating an arrhythmia we would then try and get the crew back as rapidly 
as possible to the lunar module in order that we could administer treatment with the drugs if it were 
necessary man's next to last lunar flight for the next decade at least and what we learn about man's limits 
working in space is now at least as important as the fundamental secrets of how the moon began that will 
emerge from this mission this is jules bergman at abc space headquarters abc news will televise the moon 
landing in a broadcast beginning at 3 30 pm eastern time tomorrow and there will be other live telecasts and 
progress reports on the astronauts on the moon as the news develops apollo 16 went into orbit around the 
moon today everything and everybody in good working order the lunar landing craft is scheduled to set down 
on the moon tomorrow at 3 41 pm eastern time nbc news will cover that landing beginning at three o'clock 
eastern time two o'clock central time tomorrow afternoon good evening the apollo 16 astronauts are not on 
the moon tonight the scheduled landing this afternoon was postponed because of troubles with the command 
service module engine and a decision is to be made shortly and whether to try the landing later tonight or to 
bring the astronauts on home we'll have the full story in a moment from cbs space headquarters in new york 
this is the cbs evening news with walter cronkite and roger mudd reporting from the cbs newsroom in new 
york and in washington hal walker neil strausser mariah mclaughlin and don webster in camlow south 
vietnam apollo 16 astronauts came around the moon this afternoon with john young and 
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moon this afternoon with john young and charles duke preparing to power their landing ship down to the 
surface but as the astronauts established to voice contact again can mattingly revealed that the command 
service module engine had failed to make a crucial circularization or cirque burn and this is how we heard it 
the command module [Applause] okay anticipate a wave off for this one paulie shirrah as our astronaut is 
with us again this evening and wally what's the problem walter this large engine that powers the service 
module command module combination has a backup guidance system as well as a primary guidance system 
the backup did not check out therefore it was dangerous to burn this primary system guidance without the 
sense of assurance that the vehicle would come through the maneuver safely so the burn was canceled as a 
result they will check this to see if they can work the secondary system if it doesn't work i would predict that 
the mission will not be completed that's what they've been working on most of the afternoon are going to 
make the decision shortly now if that if they decide against it they will re-rendezvous and they're deciding 
against it because if they decide against it it is because they want the full fuel and power in the lunar module 
to power the docked vehicles out of lunar orbit and send them on the way home and that's the backup 
system they need exactly they need the power of that lunar descent engine that's the powerful one that's 
some ten thousand pounds thrust so the alternatives they solve the problem and still make a landing by 9 23 
eastern time tonight or else they rendezvous and head home immediately at mission control in houston it's of 
course a tense time for the apollo team there and the astronauts families as well and 
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and the astronauts families as well and bill plant reports on the situation two of the people with the largest 
personal stake in this unfolding drama are within a mile or two of the manned spacecraft center here at 
houston dottie duke wife of the lunar module pilot who's and elizabeth mattingly whose husband is now alone 
on the command ship casper mrs dukas had two astronauts with her most of the day alan bean the lunar 
modular pilot from apollo 12 and joe allen a scientist astronaut they've been explaining to her exactly what's 
been going on telling her what the options are perhaps more important to mrs duke though is the presence of 
mrs james lovell whose husband was the commander of apollo 13 and who would certainly be in a position 


to know how it feels when something goes wrong elizabeth mattingly who is expecting her first child in just a 
couple of weeks is at home has been all day with other astronauts wives both women are described as calm 
and as described as understanding that their husbands are in no danger susan young is out of touch 
believed to be at cape kennedy meanwhile of course work goes on i'm trying to understand this problem 
trying to determine the go or no go situation the combined efforts of several thousand people here at mission 
control and at sacramento and downey california go into sifting the options working out the problem one of 
the secondary concerns now after this most important decision is made is the fate of the scientific 
experiments which are the primary reason for this mission dr paul gast with us now is the chief of planetary 
and earth sciences at the manned spacecraft center dr gast what will this mean to the scientific community 
well there will be many very disappointed people whose experiments have been under development and 
calibration for many months now i think it's very clear that a certain at the very least we have lost a good deal 
of the eva time and probably a whole eva which means that the amount of sample return will be much less if 
there is no landing uh we will lose some very important experiments some that are unique to this mission 
such as the camera that takes pictures of stars in ultraviolet light 
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ultraviolet light but perhaps most important is the temperature measurement below the lunar surface this 
experiment produced a very enigmatic result for the apollo 15 site and it is most important to learn whether or 
not this is characteristic of the whole moon also it is important to consider the fact that we are losing a great 
deal of time or we may lose a great deal of time that was allocated to the experiments that are in orbit around 
the moon the success of each of these experiments is in a sense proportional to the amount of time that they 
have to look at the moon and if we now truncate this mission and only stay there for a few more revolutions 
the amount of data and the quality of the data will be greatly reduced well it's not going to be a long wait to 
find out whether the landing will be attempted or the astronauts ordered on home they're now on the far side 
of the moon they'll be swinging around in about 15 minutes mission control has promised the decision when 
voice contact is regained and if it comes on time we'll be back within this broadcast to report it this is water 
crown guide at the cbs news space headquarters in new york from the war on the giant chinese pandas that 
the chinese have sent us on the last important witness in the itnt hearings and david brinkley will have 
something to say about the high cost of running for the presidency but first here's the latest on apollo 16. the 
landing on the moon may have to be cancelled because of a problem on the command ship both the lunar 
module and the command ship are at this hour orbiting the moon but the control system on the command 
ship's engine isn't working properly so the lunar module was not allowed to land on schedule this afternoon 
the lunar module may have to be the lifeboat which will power the astronauts back to earth all of this began 
to happen today less than an hour before astronauts young and duke were due to land trouble in the main 
thrust vector control ken mattingly and command module casper encountered 
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encountered some problems in preparing for the service propulsion system burn for the circularization 
maneuver it seems that a secondary circuit on the thrust vector control system apparently did not come up to 
specifications so the circularization burn was aborted and we have a wave off the trouble is that this engine 
on the command ship that engine may be all right but they can't aim it properly and unless they fix that they 
must use the engine on the lunar module to get home so one thing which may happen is this the lunar 
module may dock with the command chip and the engine on the lunar module this engine here may be 
aimed and fired to put the astronauts into a trajectory which would bring them back to earth of course if the 
command ship control system can be fixed the michigan mission will proceed with two instead of three rides 
on the moon's surface jim hearts and roy neal have been with us in houston covering this story let's hear 
from them the royal 16 astronauts have been told they'll get a go no-go decision for a lunar landing in about 
20 minutes from now at the moment they're out of contact behind the moon flying formation just a few feet 
from one another if the decision is go they will try to start powered descent during their 16th revolution of the 
moon beginning at about 9 11 eastern standard time tonight landing some 12 minutes later about three hours 
from now if the decision is no go they will dock they're only a few feet apart and make plans for the trip back 


there have been huddled conferences here in mission control for the past several hours flight director jerry 
griffin's been talking with nasa officials and groups of astronauts outside in simulators here in houston and in 
structural test stands in downey california men have been trying to duplicate and figure out exactly what's 
wrong with that secondary or backup control system 
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secondary or backup control system aboard the apollo 16 command module casper they haven't as yet but 
casper using its primary guidance did make the rendezvous maneuvers that brought the two craft back 
together and in recent discussions the conversation here has centered on landing plans more than it has on 
contingency plans jim hearts the apollo missions are planned with a great deal of flexibility and redundancy 
and while it is possible the moon landing can be canceled the astronauts themselves are in no immediate 
danger the problems they are having are similar to but not nearly as serious as the difficulties the apollo 13 
astronauts faced on that flight an explosion disabled the main spacecraft propulsion system and knocked out 
the main electrical and oxygen supply systems and it was only by using the limb systems they were able to 
come home on this flight even though the limb could be used to get the astronauts home they are not entirely 
dependent on it the failure today was in a backup control system on the main spacecraft the primary engine 
control system is still operative and mission rules say it can be used without the backup system in an 
emergency the electrical and oxygen supply systems are on the command ship they are still operative the 
men have plenty of food so if they have to cancel the moon landing the main result would be disappointment 
and perhaps some political problems for nasa back home only one more moon flight is scheduled apollo 17 
and if this flight is a failure there is a chance the final mission could be changed or delayed jim hearts nbc 
news houston so we don't know yet what the fate of apollo 16 will be but there must be a decision this 
evening it is possible that the astronauts may fly one or two more orbits around the moon but the decision on 
the overall mission should come within a half an hour and hopefully we'll have it on this program if it comes 
later we'll have it on a special apollo program which begins at seven o'clock eastern standard standard time 
six o'clock central time well there was another reminder today 
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well there was another reminder today that apollo moon landings though we tend to take them for granted 
are still a very tricky business apollo 16's lunar module was forced to postpone its scheduled landing on the 
moon this afternoon abc science editor jules bergman explains the problem there is trouble and apollo 16 
trouble is major it now looks as if there'll be no lunar landing though the astronauts are not in any danger 10 
miles above the moon the lunar module and the command module had undocked separated or getting ready 
for the lem orion's landing when the trouble began less than an hour before the landing attempt was due ken 
mattingly flying along the command module casper attempted to fire up his sps engine here to boost the 
command module into a safer orbit 60 miles high but checking out the motors that control the swiveling of the 
engine belt he found the backup system oscillating had the limb landed and this engine failed all three 
astronauts would then have been trapped in lunar orbit after the lamb's ascent because the command 
module couldn't have gotten them back to earth the landing attempt was canceled both systems have to be 
working while engineers on the ground troubleshoot the problem the two spacecraft move closer to one 
another to a station keeping attitude roughly like this of a hundred feet apart all three astronauts are now in 
good condition but time is running out on the chances of a landing the longer the delay the more both 
vehicles swear away from the landing site area and the critical pressure system on the limb already activated 
can only be safely relied on for so many hours and it's already been a long long day for astronauts john 
young and charlie duke and the limb and ken mattingly flying alone in the command module so any lunar 
landing attempt is now in jeopardy and it looks as if what may happen is that the two spacecraft will drop and 
then the lems descent and ascent engines will be used for the trans earth burn to get the spacecraft headed 
back to earth that covers the chances of the command modules sps or service propulsion system engine 
might still not be working well enough to be used for the engine burn to head them home apollo control has 
told the astronauts that any final decision for a landing or cutting short the mission will be 
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or cutting short the mission will be made shortly and told to them this is jules bergman at abc space space 
center here we can now report that the decision has been made in houston they will make a landing on the 
moon after all despite the difficulties they have had with the service propulsion system engine in the 
command to service module the decision has been made in houston to go for a landing on the next orbit that 
would mean that they would land on the moon tonight at 9 23 pm eastern time almost uh five hours six hours 
after the time that they originally scheduled this afternoon in that time they would have been around the 
moon three times trying to correct this problem in the propulsion system that has to be dependent upon to 
get them out of moon orbit now that they have decided that they will make a moon landing the before that 
decision was made the lunar modules engines could have been used to get them out of moon orbit but once 
the landing has been made that possibility no longer exists so they must believe now that they can depend 
on that service propulsion system engine to fire for their sane goal for landing mr water cronkite cbs news 
space center we have word from houston that the apollo mission is back on the track the astronauts have 
been given a go signal for a landing on the moon at about 10 40 eastern standard time tonight let's go to 
houston where roy neal and jim hearts have been covering this story the mission controllers here on the 
ground have decided to give the astronauts who are now in lunar orbit a goal for a lunar landing later this 
evening although the astronauts themselves have not been told they have just uh about a minute ago come 
around the eastern limb of the moon and are now in contact with the earth and they've been asked to change 
a few switches and things to improve the communication and i think we ought to tune in because i think in 
just a moment or two they will be given a go for the hunter landing and we'll get their reaction in the 
meantime roy neal is on the floor 
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in the meantime roy neal is on the floor of mission control and can probably fill us in on a few things that 
have been happening over there i say a few things using the term lightly because a lot of decisions have 
been made and at the very highest levels roy yes jim i'm listening as you are i know waiting for the 
astronauts to be told that they are a goal for lunar landing a few minutes ago flight director jerry griffin told his 
flight controllers okay gang the name of the game is we're going to land on descartes everybody look at the 
plans for after landing uh we plan to let them go to sleep first and then go for a walk once they're done and i 
have some words on that problem with the pvc whenever you are ready to pop it well i'm all ears i don't know 
about kids they're good okay orion can always tell tesla what the problem is but it looks like an open circuit in 
the right feedback of your servo loop they run exhausted tests down here on the west coast and east coast 
controllability aspects and structural aspects and uh everything looks satisfactory on apollo 9 we ran a similar 
test was wrong as you probably remember and if such a problem did occur up there you could express the 
oscillations of course of the gimbal but you could expect a steady attitude would be a limit cycle so we're 
convinced down here that we have a satisfactory control mode if we have to reverse the astronauts in space 
happy controllers here in mission control 
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controllers here in mission control their goal and apparently there is no danger to the command and service 
module in a sequence of events as they go behind the moon this next time the command and service module 
will be commanded once again to perform a circularization maneuver the one that it failed to make before if 
that works apollo 16 orion will be go for a lunar landing landing is now calculated at 9 25 not 10 40 9 25 
eastern standard time tonight and nbc will cover it all good night for nbc news here vice president agnew 
attacked some democrats we'll have reports on the war in vietnam and the reaction to it from some students 
but the main story today is apollo 16 its successes and its troubles the successful part of the story is that 
astronauts john young and charles duke spent seven exciting hours in the highlands of the moon today the 
first moonwalkers ever to travel in the highlands and the 9th and 10th americans ever to be on the moon the 
apollo 16 pardon me the apollo 16 mission has had its share of technical difficulties but there was nothing 
wrong with the equipment today the television camera televised the lunar rover roved the package of 


scientific instruments worth 25 million dollars unpacked properly and the only problem was that john young 
got his foot caught in a cable and broke the cable which probably means that one of the important 
experiments a measurement of heat on the moon won't be made overhead in the command ship astronaut 
ken mattingly's experiments went perfectly here's what the day looked like on the surface right in the middle 
of the shadow okay we copy that down very good okay [Applause] 
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how about that tony outstanding see that i see the whole state open going up here by the central station 
[Applause] [Music] right at the white line next to the first ufo okay and after you fire this one we'd like you to 
stand still until we give you a go all right wait a minute john okay go ahead okay four three two one fire uh 
seats operate crater with just tremendous amount of blocks on it with some black streaks the astronauts 
turned the television camera off while they drove their moon rover to a nearby crater john and this will be a 
piece of cake taking pictures from here tony [Applause] uh [Applause] wait a minute nice juggling what does 
cover please well we missed it but [Applause] things really fly up here i'm amazed okay what's your new 
settings now hey john this is perfect with the loom and the rover and you and and the old flag come on out 
here and give me a salute big navy salute look at this that's a pretty outstanding picture here i tell you come 
on a little bit closer okay here we go a big one off the ground one more there we go 
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i'd like to see an air force salute charlie but i don't think they salute the airport sure we do let's just fly high 
straight and land soft okay charlie say well here we go good again one for you okay one more this looks like 
a good time for some good news here the house passed a space budget yesterday 277-60 which includes a 
vote for the shuttle [Applause] and they'll be out again tomorrow driving south toward a place called stone 
mountain and we'll have pictures of that nbc color coverage of apollo 16 begins tomorrow morning at 10 30 
eastern time 9 30 central from cbs space headquarters in new york this is the cbs evening news with walter 
cronkite and roger mudd reporting from the cbs newsroom in new york and phil jones in danang bill walker in 
san diego bruce morton in pennsylvania and hal walker in washington good evening apollo astronauts john 
young and charles duke are finishing up a busy day on the moon they stepped out on the lunar surface just 
about noon eastern time about an hour and a half later the american flag was raised for the fifth time on the 
moon and occasion made even more dramatic than usual by the exuberance of duke and navy captain 
young come on out here give me a salute look at this that's a pretty outstanding picture here i tell you come 
on a little bit closer okay here we go a big one off the ground one floor there we go tony again i'll say it with 
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there we go tony again i'll say it with that salute it's proud to be an american i'll tell you a world program and 
one place and what an experience at one point there was an accident as duke quint loping off to deploy the 
package of scientific experiments part of his load fell off and it was some time before he could get it all 
together again [Applause] duke reported nothing apparently broken however there was a more serious 
accident involving the top priority experiment in the scientific package at first all was going well with duke 
drilling holes into the moon to take the moon's temperature there we go okay here we go second one march 
look at this beauty go look at that beauty stop look at that there while duke was drilling however young 
tripped over a wire and broke it right at the connector a major disappointment to scientists back at mission 
control oh i don't know how that happened a little loose from there yeah both astronauts lost their footing in 
the lunar rock several times but they sustain no damage this is lunar pilot duke the first trip out in the lunar 
rover was to a spot called flag crater with young and duke collecting rock and soil samples from the cayley 
plain women nice 
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now we missed it but i think it's really fly up here i'm amazed [Music] you guys sure have dirty hands yeah 
my first guess is is that it is a prejudge with white class in it and uh i see lineations all along it [Music] as for 
the remainder of the apollo 16 mission much is still undecided tonight the second moon walk another seven 
hour excursion is to begin tomorrow morning however no final decision has been reached as yet as to a third 
moon walk despite all of the earlier strong hints an announcement of tentative plans for another walk on 
sunday mission control now says a decision won't be made until a check later tonight to see how the 
supplies of water and oxygen and the lunar module are holding out depending on what happens to that third 
walk liftoff from the moon is now set for 10 22 eastern time sunday night about six hours later than originally 
scheduled there's still no decision as to when the astronauts have begun to rocket back to earth they're 
thinking about coming home 18 hours early to save one extra firing of that engine that caused all the worry 
yesterday that's not decided either if they do come home early splashdown could come a day earlier than 
schedule that is thursday instead of friday the smaller crown guide at the cbs news space center in new york 
reporters with presidential hopefuls on the campaign trail howard tucker tucker on the use of acupuncture in 
treating death mutes and tonight's comment on what the dollars spent on space exploration by the apollo 16 
astronauts today performed the first of three scheduled expeditions in the mountains 
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scheduled expeditions in the mountains of the moon and we have a report on their activities from abc's 
science editor jules bergman despite their late landing and fears that their lunar stay time might have to be 
cut short john young and charlie duke got the approval for the first eva and got it underway 40 minutes early 
with duke snapping pictures young leaped off the lunar surface for history's first salute above the moon i say 
it would absolutely i was proud to be an american i'll tell you a world program and one place loping off into 
the distance carrying the nuclear generator for their scientific station duke ran into trouble when it fell off its 
handle but he wasn't injured and the equipment wasn't damaged john young set up a new experiment the 
ultraviolet telescopic camera on its tripod and began snapping pictures of hydrogen gas clouds around the 
earth and in interstellar space as he got to work with a lunar drill charlie duke first hit a subsurface rock then 
found it clear going look at that the only loss was the heat flow experiment vital for measuring possible 
volcanic heat at the landing site a connector had ripped off a plug using small explosive charges in the 
thumper experiment young fired away measuring seismic action and reflectivity in the moon duke picked up 
a piece of clear glass the first such sample ever recovered from the moon and gave non-believers on earth a 
close-up look with their scientific station set up young and duke headed off in the lunar rover on their first 
reverse exploring spook and flag craters about a mile away from the landing site and finding bright rock 
samples all around ejecta from fresh craters caused by new meteorite impacts tomorrow they tackle their 
second lunar exploration driving four miles south of their limb landing site and climbing the slopes of stone 
mountain apollo 16 after a shaky start going spectacularly well this is jules bergman at abc space 
headquarters and we'll also see how 
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headquarters and we'll also see how religion and communism coexist in cuba but first the moon apollo 
astronauts john young and charles duke have just about finished their mission on the moon liftoff is now 
scheduled for less than two hours from now their final day on the lunar surface included a third walk and 
there was another ride in the moon car a three-mile ride which took young and duke into the highlands area 
where they gathered still more samples of moon rock and moon soil the astronauts were fascinated by two 
boulders near a deep crater and duke came up with some very unusual soil here's how it went i would 
recommend this if we could see to the bottom we could say for sure if this big black rock is right out of the 
bottom but uh my guess from the old photographs it probably is [Applause] okay i sound like a good guy look 
see this rock right here charlie look at the size of that rock well you can see once i get to it the bigger it is 
[Applause] yeah you're right well i don't know how long that rock's been there that dirk's been shouted ever 
since he's been there okay that's what we want charlie that's way i got it i got it from about a meter up under 
there tony good show and i'm sorry but it's going to have to go into an old plastic bag here that's okay and it's 
number 426. okay back 426. any chance of getting 
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okay back 426. any chance of getting soiled underneath that now for the control uh underneath the shadow 
you mean right underneath where you just took just dig deeper that way yeah let me tip up my visor down 
that thing is bright get out of the sun yeah i can get that for you that's about 100 grams tony maybe 200. 
that's all we need good humor today upset with mission control and having to write in a lot of new times and 
changes in their flight plan they also lost another scientific experiment after jettisoning the moonlander orion 
this afternoon they planned to send it crashing into the moon to measure the impact but john young who 
broke an experiment to measure the moon's temperature during the first moonwalk friday failed to throw a 
circuit breaker and orion went tumbling out of control so they'll just leave it in moon orbit at 9 15 eastern time 
tonight they begin the journey home in the command ship casper bill curtis reports from downey california to 
blast out of the lunar orbit tonight the apollo 16 astronauts must fire up casper's main rocket engine the same 
one that created problems last thursday and caused nasa officials to bring them back home a day early it's 
not serious but the problem with the guidance system is still there the problem was associated with what we 
call the backup system uh for every system that we have we have a backup to the normal operating mode so 
our problem was in the backup system or the backup steering system to the primary system now let's bring it 
up to date and prepare for the trans earth injection right well with the burn sequence of trans earth injection 
we know that we have the problem in the 
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we know that we have the problem in the backup system so we'll be primarily operating off of what we call 
our primary guidance system over here and as a result if we had to have or a problem that did occur in the 
primary system we would then use the backup system for the steering of the engine and if we had an 
oscillation problem it would be so indicated on these meters here and if the crew had to then they could then 
use uh this handle here as we call a rotation control to actually steer uh the engine during the burn sequence 
it'd be sort of like driving your car without power steering so it would be still sort of like riding over a bumpy 
road too maybe but we could still have control and no problems the space agency has announced another 
step toward a possible joint american russian space flight in 1975. although no final decision has yet been 
reached scientists of the two countries have agreed to build a scale model of a docking system to use in their 
planning one of the rulings of the war on supreme court most criticized by conservatives was the so-called 
miranda case involved but the trappings of poverty hunger disease these are being controlled and being poor 
here is a little easier to take now fred briggs nbc news in beaufort county south carolina the apollo 16 
astronauts mattingly duke and young are scheduled to leave lunar orbit at 9 15 tonight eastern time and 
begin their return journey to earth they were tired and somewhat irritable today for a while they complained 
that they've been given too much work to do and too little time in which to do it in other news in a short while 
the apollo 16 astronauts will blast out of lunar orbit and start on their 248 thousand mile journey back to earth 
last night the astronauts crawled out of 


01:00:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=6tHnQkMNYf8&t=3600s 





last night the astronauts crawled out of the lunar landing module orion into the command ship casper this 
afternoon the two vehicles separated and orion promptly began tumbling out of control plans to have orion 
impact on the moon were abandoned to forestall any possibility that it might tumble into casper in which the 
three astronauts were riding san diego in president nixon's home state of california was selected as the site 
for the republican national convention several months ago but today it became almost certain that san diego 
will be unselected and that the republicans will go elsewhere abc's bill wordem reports aspirin wherever 
regular bayer aspirin is sold as apollo 16 continued its journey home today ken mattingly the command ship 
pilot took a walk in space floating outside the spacecraft 200 000 miles from earth mattingly retrieved some 
of the film he'd taken during moon orbit after getting that film back safely inside he later exposed a box filled 
with earth bacteria to the space environment to see what effect that might have on the fungi and the viruses 
and he rejoined his comrades inside for the next key mission event the final one splashed down in the pacific 
at 2 44 eastern time thursday afternoon a federal hearing examiner left a note saying he was bored and had 


lived long enough sanders was 65. the apollo 16 astronauts are on their way back to the earth now and all is 
going smoothly today's highlight of the mission was a spacewalk by ken mattingly to retrieve scientific data 
abc's science editor jules bergman has a report on that walk as they headed home early today the apollo 16 
crew sent back this tv picture of the moon they were fast leaving behind and then 200 000 miles out from 
earth a walk in space with command module pilot ken mattingly floating at the end of a 25 foot long lifeline to 
retrieve film cassettes in the scientific experiment bay 
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scientific experiment bay below the spacecraft lunar module pilot charlie duke that's his helmet on the left 
acted a safety man to be sure mattingly's oxygen hoses didn't get twisted mattingly's mission retrieving two 
huge film canisters containing two miles of pictures to map the moon and get detailed close-ups of the most 
intriguing areas the film canisters heavy and difficult to handle in the earth's gravity were weightless even as 
mattingly himself and easy to handle in the zero gravity of space the miles of pictures from this mission 
apollo 15 in the final lunar landing mission will result in twenty percent of the moon being mapped with the 
space walk completed the next major event is flash down in the pacific thursday afternoon this is jules 
bergman at abc space headquarters ford today extended its record the apollo 16 astronauts mattingly duke 
and young continued on their way back to earth today late this afternoon with the command ship about 200 
000 miles from its scheduled splashdown location in the pacific on thursday mattingly crawled out into space 
to retrieve film from the mapping cameras attached to the rear of the command ship and here is how it went 
[Applause] ken mattingly now moving towards assembly to secure himself in foot restraints when he gets 
there [Applause] are you ready get on your egress you're well 
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[Applause] okay take a picture here okay [Music] [Applause] you want to wait until i get to the head 
[Applause] [Music] [Applause] i see him [Applause] a mapping cassette now being passed inside ken 
mattingly will next rest in the hatch and that's how it went today splashdown is for thursday afternoon and of 
course we'll be covering that live and later this evening we'll have live reports on the massachusetts and 
pennsylvania primaries so until then good night for nbc news cultural counter-revolution frank bergholzer nbc 
news in disneyland all is well on board apollo 16 which is scheduled to splash down in the pacific tomorrow 
at 2 44 in the afternoon eastern time nbc 
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44 in the afternoon eastern time nbc news will cover the splashdown live zweig who was administrative 
assistant to former house speaker the previous four months officials said the decline resulted from what they 
called substantially lower returns to farmers the apollo 16 astronauts are speeding home tonight after a day 
of in-flight scientific experiments they are scheduled to splice down in the pacific 1500 miles south of hawaii 
at 2 44 p.m eastern time tomorrow abc's live coverage will begin at 2pm former president johnson was flown 
from brook army hospital in san antonio to his ranch late today a hospital spokesman said he has been 
recovering from his recent heart attack stationed here in west germany john chan cbs news bond the apollo 
16 astronauts had a quiet day speeding back to earth to splash down at 2 44 eastern time tomorrow this 
afternoon there was a news conference with the crew answering questions from a hundred thousand miles in 
space by television for the first time the small white drogue parachutes of an apollo spacecraft coming home 
and then those big red main shoots unfolding satellite pictures from an aircraft carrier in the south pacific the 
final moments of the flight of apollo 16 the homecoming of astronauts young duke and mattingly we'll have 
the full story in a moment direct from our newsroom in new york this is the cbs evening news with walter 
cronkite and richard o'brien aboard the uss ticonderoga ike pappas in washington david schumacher in 
toledo ohio michelle clark in akron ohio bruce morton in new york ed rabel in placo south vietnam peter 
kalisher in paris and tony sergeant in washington the 
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and tony sergeant in washington the apollo 16 astronauts ended their 11-day moon voyage today with a safe 
landing in the pacific 1500 miles south of honolulu they brought home with them 245 pounds of the moon for 
scientists to study the splashdown was right on target with apollo's parachutes carrying the astronauts to a 
gentle landing just a mile from the prime recovery ship the aircraft carrier ticonderoga it was as the capsule 
hit the ocean the chutes trailed gracefully down into the water behind it and then it was the usual waiting 
game the capsule bobbing in the three foot waves as the recovery crews arrived to get the astronauts out 
and into the helicopter for the short ride back to the carrier as sometimes happens the astronauts landed 
upside down and they had to blow up some inflation balloons to turn themselves over and then they 
prepared themselves inside that tiny capsule for their first breath of fresh air in a week and a half the 
business of recovery now pretty much of a routine affair aboard the ticonderoga hundreds of sailors and their 
officers waiting for young duke dramatically the splashdown was in plain view of those aboard the astronauts 
were hoisted into the recovery helicopter and after a brief ride back they received a red carpet welcome 
richard o'brien among those on hand as the astronauts stepped aboard silly no way [Music] john young 
charles duke ken mattingly apollo 16 crew [Music] larry king the nasa public information officer also with 
them at this point and now they'll be greeted by captain edward floyd and rear admiral henry morgan well i've 
been working with a couple of guys for about two years they've always demonstrated their clever 
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they've always demonstrated their clever intelligent resourceful in all the good words but in the last 10 days 
on a mission where time critical things had to go just right where we had some rather uh difficult problems 
and rather minor problems ken and tom ken and charlie performed in an outstanding manner after the 
welcoming ceremonies time to clean up below a day and a half on the ticonderoga then a flight to hawaii 
saturday and return to houston to be reunited with their families on saturday night apollo 16 came back from 
the moon today splashing down in the pacific so close to the carrier ticonderoga that the sailors on the decks 
could see everything that was going on so could television viewers and here's how it looked [Applause] we 
see the main shoots being deployed now the main chutes the three main chutes each 83 and a half feet in 
diameter we see them blossom [Applause] the spacecraft came so close that the drag chutes the small 
shoots were apparent to the naked eye for the first time ever [Applause] when the spaceship hit the water it 
turned over which happens often on apollo missions and it hung there nose down or a top 
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and it hung there nose down or a top down in the water for some night a plumber is uh preparing to close the 
[Applause] house [Applause] foreign [Applause] oh [Music] so [Music] touchdown and there we are from 
above in our photo helicopter that was charles philly the nasa team leader who uh was first aboard to greet 
the astronauts also with the many other three astronauts john young charles duke ken mattingly of apollo 16 
crew president nixon spoke to the astronauts after the splashdown and he recommended promotions for ken 
mattingly and charles duke john young had been promoted recently 
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surprise this really tastes great when is alice going to learn you can taste the difference [Music] apollo 16 
splash down in the pacific today right where it was supposed to astronauts john young charles duke and ken 
mattingly are now safely aboard the aircraft carrier titconderoga the splashdown marked the end of the most 
successful lunar voyage yet abc science editor jules bergman has a report 1500 miles south of hawaii the 
aircraft carrier ticonderoga was on station for the pinpoint landing as apollo 16's main parachutes were 
spotted little more than a mile from the carrier's deck as the command module descended toward the pacific 
the crew radioed they were in great shape after their 11 day long mission the spacecraft had taken the 
searing reentry with no problems and there was no repetition of the parachute failure that nearly marred the 
last landing about the only hitch was that the waves and swell were a bit more than predicted and on 
splashdown the spacecraft turned over facing downward after the spacecraft was uprighted with floatation 
balloons the three astronauts set a new speed record being hoisted up into the recovery helicopter moments 


later on the carrier's deck the three emerged to a traditional navy welcome apollo 16's commander john 
young ordinarily a man of very few words spoke out about the mission and what it meant you saw an 
example of goal-oriented teamwork in action the kind of thing that made this country great and the kind of 
thing that's going to keep it that way you also saw and sit right there in casper right now a mission of 
discovery there are secrets in that vehicle that nobody knows what is in there there's some basic knowledge 
and understanding in a vehicle right now 
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right now we're going to find those things out and one of these days it's going to benefit us all the astronauts 
will spend the next few nights aboard the carrier then helicopter to hawaii saturday to fly non-stop back to 
houston for weeks of debriefings just one more apollo flight 17 remains to explore another area of the moon 
in december this is jules bergman at abc space headquarters the senate judiciary committee hearings on 
richard klein beans conclude more on that in a moment [Music] the apollo 16 astronauts thomas mattingly 
charles duke and john young have turned in their spacesuits for civvies and today they began their technical 
debriefings at the manned spacecraft center in houston senator william proxmeyer wisconsin today said that 
the anti-inflation controls of the last eight months geologists at the space center in houston today got their 
first look at the rocks collected on the moon by the apollo 16 astronauts they said the mission fulfilled beyond 
their wildest expectations several geological objectives the space agency released almost 200 feet of color 
film taken by the astronauts at various times during the meeting here's a report from jim hearts this was the 
landing on the moon dust on the surface blown about by the exhaust from the descent engine 
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the moon surface as it was seen by a camera on the lunar rover this part of the moon was cluttered with 
small rocks and craters the ride wasn't quite as rough as these pictures indicate that impression is caused by 
the camera taking fewer pictures per second than normal the object bobbing at the bottom of the picture is 
the television camera they had turned it off during the rides and here's the lift off as the astronauts headed 
home jim hearts nbc news a federal judge in washington today the space agency released today some of the 
movies taken by astronauts john young and charles duke during their rover rides across the lunar surface the 
pictures often seem a bit jerky because they were shot at slower than usual camera speed we put the film 
together with tapes of some of the things the astronauts were saying during their exciting drives in the river 
rover moon buggy ethan this is a roughest terrain to be playing for us all [Applause] this is absolutely great 
suspension system houston you should see some of the things we've run through and this baby just bounces 
right out keeps right on going yeah you know so far on this trip my personal estimation of charlie's slope 
estimates that you take them in double every one of them [Applause] then weeks already super 
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then weeks already super we just got a new world speed record houston 17 kilometers an hour on the moon 
[Applause] let's not set anymore [Applause] american banking sources have disclosed they may soon have a 
new client for long-term loans average price of a share lost 13 cents the space agency today released some 
more film made on the apollo 16 moon mission the film is in color it was made on the moon and it shows 
astronaut john young driving the lunar rover the pictures were taken by charles duke the other man on the 
moon and jim hearts has a report on it nasa called this the grand prix it was a test of the lunar rover on the 
moon astronaut john young put the rover through its paces while charles duke took pictures of it young drove 
it about the rocks and small craters going back and forth between duke and the lunar module in the light 
gravity of the moon dust particles are easily tossed up by the tires so nasa put fiberglass fenders over the 
wheels to protect the astronauts and their equipment from showers of moon dust the car worked very well 
but the engineers will now study these films and perhaps make the next car even better jim hearts nbc news 
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1866 and 67 involved sending one of the vehicles from west germany to portugal in all the moon missions up 
to apollo 16 no one had taken pictures of the lunar rover in action but on this latest mission they did and the 
film was released today that film speed has some effect but the rather buoyant slow-motion look primarily as 
a result of the lighter gravity on the moon the astronauts called this test drive the grand prix as john young 
drove and charles duke took the pictures the purpose was to assess the vehicle's performance and also to 
get another look at the rover's impact on the moon's surface of clinging dust and at the mann spacecraft 
center in houston today the geologist said that the apollo 16 astronauts brought back a fantastically lucky 
cross-section of the upper lunar crust but it still will take months to really assess what they got in all those 
rocks the dow jones industrial have ridge drops and others in san jose california the defense rested today in 
the murder kidnapping trial of angela davis miss davis did not take the stand in her defense which lasted only 
three days the case is expected to go to the jury next week former apollo astronaut don isley who left the 
space program last year was sworn in today as director of the peace corps in thailand two other astronauts 
james irwin and edgar mitchell announced they are resigning from the space program and the armed 
services erwin is an air force colonel who flew on apollo 15. a devout baptist he said he intends to 
concentrate on spreading the good news of jesus christ mitchell is a navy captain who flew on apollo 14. 


END 


